
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Corey Ragsdale       

Department: Anthropology       Phone Number: (618) 650-2933 

E-mail Address: cragsda@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1451 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9-10. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Anthropology Research Lab 0403 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This project is the start of a large, long-term study regarding the effects of Spanish colonization on indigenous 

Mexican population variation. How is indigenous Mexican variation affected by colonization and conquest? By 

looking at genetic and physical variation of indigenous Mexican people during the early stages of colonization, we 

are able to assess the effects of several disastrous events on the biological variation of groups that existed prior to 

Spanish contact. Further, this project will investigate health, stress, and violence related to particular indigenous 

groups in Mexico. This assistant will be working primarily with data from the Maya and Valley of Mexico (Aztec 

and neighbors) regions. 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The assistant will aid in the assessment of genetic structure of individuals from 16th-17th century Mexico samples, 

by analyzing human skeletal and morphological variation. The data has mostly been collected and requires analysis 

and experimentation, including simulation analysis, but there will be some working with photographs, scans, and 

models of the materials. The student assistant will be responsible for managing data, familiarizing with software 

programs, and running some simulation tests. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

The student will learn valuable skills in innovative data analysis, modeling, and analysis of human skeletal and 

dental variation. These skills are useful in a number of fields outside of Anthropology. Additionally, the student will 

have the chance to be a part of an exciting project developing, regarding the effects of European colonization on 

indigenous populations throughout the Americas. There will be opportunities for developing additional, related 

interests in the research project. Finally, the results will directly contribute to professional (and student) 

presentation, as well as publication, of which the student will take part. 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Prerequisite includes ANTH 369, ANTH 469, or ANTH 470A, with at least a B grade. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

This position requires some introductory knowledge in statistics and data analysis, as well as use of computer 

programs. Additionally, the student will need some familiarity with the human skeletal and/or dental system, 

preferably both. The student will have to work with data from and images of human remains, the student must 

consider their ability to do so prior to the application for the position. 

 

 

 


